Brain imaging and hepatic encephalopathy.
Novel imaging techniques allow the investigation of structural and functional neuropathology of hepatic encephalopathy in greater detail, but limited techniques are applicable to the clinic. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) can rule out other diagnoses and, in MRI, give diagnostic features in widely available sequences. An internationally accepted diagnostic framework that includes an objective imaging test to replace or augment psychometry remains elusive. Quantitative MRI is likely to be the best candidate to become this test. The utility of MR and nuclear medical techniques to the clinic and results from recent research are described in this article.